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How can architecture have an impact without being imposing?
Through precise observation, careful approach, and a profound 
engagement with each specific place, it becomes possible to 
create architectonical gestures that are reduced to the absolute 
essentials. It is about the smallest possible intervention - stripped 
down to its essence - that conserves resources yet remains 
powerful. Such an approach responds to the site itself, to its 
existing traces and potentials, and to the needs of its inhabitants.
This requires close attention and listening, as well as an 
understanding of the context as a built reality, in all its spatial, 
social, and cultural facets. At the core lies an attitude of care: only 
those who engage intensively with the local conditions and the 
needs of the inhabitants can develop interventions that achieve 
broad social acceptance and endure over time.
Such an approach can strengthen the resilience of a place. When 
future users see themselves reflected in the built environment, 
when the architectural intervention embeds itself in the layers 
of collective memory, architecture becomes part of the 
common ground. This generates care - concern, responsibility, 
and identification - from the inhabitants, who embrace the new 
addition, which in turn contributes to the project’s longevity.
Thus, the much-discussed notion of sustainability in architecture 
today is not only ecological, material, or economic; it must also 
address the social and cultural rootedness of the intervention 
within its context. It questions how architects can listen attentively 
and plan with precision projects that achieve great impact through 
territorial acupuncture.
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Aurigeno

This semester, we will focus on the village of Aurigeno, located 
in the Valle Maggia in the canton of Ticino. It is a picturesque 
settlement with a compact core structure, typical of many villages 
in the valley regions of southern Switzerland. In many respects, 
Aurigeno is representative of communities found in peripheral 
Alpine areas and, as such, faces the characteristic challenges of 
these regions: a steadily shrinking and aging population.
In this context, public space—understood as an extension of the 
domestic sphere—becomes an even more crucial setting for 
social interaction, particularly in small, close-knit communities 
like Aurigeno. Places of communal life can play a vital role in 
enhancing the quality of life for all residents, especially for those 
living at the margins of society. In such environments, these 
spaces are often among the few where intergenerational and 
intercultural exchange can still take place.
We will engage deeply with Aurigeno: its residents, its history, 
its built fabric. In doing so, we will imagine where such moments 
of interaction could occur, and what form they might take. A key 
part of this process will be the ability to recognize and interpret 
the potential embedded in the existing context—be it social, 
economic, landscape-related, or architectural—and to develop 
one’s own project by building directly on these conditions and 
resources.
At the same time, we will consider the broader territorial scale 
while paying close attention to the smallest details. The large-
scale dynamics of extraction and material logistics will be 
examined in parallel with the transformation of those same 
materials into expressive details. Likewise, the social challenges 
of the wider region will be studied alongside the personal 
memories and experiences of local inhabitants.
We will explore where potential for encounters already exists—
often in the form of missed opportunities—and how such 
spaces might be reinterpreted and transformed into shared 
environments that foster social exchange through precise, small-
scale interventions, following the logic of territorial acupuncture.
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Investigation
Intuition
Intervention

The semester will follow a three-phase methodology: 
investigation, intuition, and intervention. Through these phases, 
students will engage with the site from multiple perspectives, 
gradually refining their proposals to the essential. Emphasis is 
placed on developing a deep, context-based understanding 
through observation, analysis, and listening, to be translated into 
a coherent project at the threshold of architecture and social 
engagement. Agile methods will support the shift between ideas 
and scales, while hand drawing, model making, plan drawing 
and text writing serve as tools to connect thinking and making. 
Students will work both individually and in groups, learning to 
collaborate, communicate, and navigate group dynamics as part 
of a creative process rooted in place.
Students will be supported throughout the semester through 
table discussions with the professor and assistant, a series of 
input lectures by experts from various fields offering insights into 
different aspects of public space, followed by group discussions 
and reviews with invited guests working on related topics 
within the discipline. The semester foresees both moments of 
collaborative project development and phases of individual work. 
The assessment will be based on the criteria set out in the official 
study plan and will reflect the three phases of the semester. 
Evaluation is continuous and considers all stages of the design 
process. The final grade will be communicated exclusively at 
the end of the semester and will be composed as follows: 30% 
investigation – the ability to observe, understand, and represent 
the context in its complexity, as well as to extrapolate relevant 
topics from and for the context; 30% intuition – the capacity 
to translate identified moments of potential into a precise 
architectural concept between territory and detail, using 
appropriate tools; 30% intervention – the ability to concretize 
architectural qualities into a coherent proposal and to enrich the 
project through ongoing engagement with material and spatial 
realities. The remaining 10% will evaluate the student’s personal 
development and design process throughout the semester.
The studio in the fall semester will be primarily led by Rina Rolli, 
with the assistance of Blerta Axhija.





Site visit

The semester includes a three-day site visit to Aurigeno in the 
Valle Maggia, from Friday, 19th September (late afternoon) to 
Monday, 22nd September (evening). 
Our accommodation will be at the Casa Parrocchiale in the center 
of the village. The cost of CHF 400–450 covers travel (Lausanne–
Aurigeno–Lausanne), local transport, accommodation, shared 
meals, guided visits, and drawing materials. Britta Buzzi Huppert, 
a local architect and expert, will accompany the group, offering 
insights into the village and its context, while fostering connections 
with its inhabitants.
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Week 9

Week 10

Week 11

Week 12

Week 13

A   endag
Introduction of semester topic / Introduction of investigation

Lecture on public space / Individual work

Table talks
 Lecture on public space / Individual work

Site visit in Aurigeno (19.09-22.09)
Individual work

Review of investigation
Introduction of intuition / Individual work

Table talks
 Lecture on public space / Individual work

Table talks
 Lecture on public space / Individual work

Fall holidays

Table talks
 Lecture on public space / Individual work

Table talks
 Lecture on public space / Individual work

Table talks
 Lecture on public space / Individual work

Review of intuition
Introduction of intervention / Individual work

Table talks
 Lecture on public space / Individual work

Table talks
 Lecture on public space / Individual work

Table talks
 Lecture on public space / Individual work

Review of intervention
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