
 
 

Parking garages, often viewed as utilitarian structures in urban landscapes, 

have evolved into architectural phenomena that elicit a variety of 

interpretations. For many, these structures represent the skeletal remnants 

of potential buildings, as noted by architect Paul Rudolph, who once 

declared that "most parking garages are merely skeletal structures which 

didn’t get any walls. They are just office building structures with the 

glass left out." This perspective underscores the raw, unfinished appeal of 

these structures and emphasizes their adaptability and open nature. 

For urban dwellers, parking terminals often become familiar landmarks, 

guiding them through the urban maze. Yet, to the occasional visitor, these 

monolithic structures can appear as an urban space of strange and grotesque 

quality. 

The progression of parking garages is an intricate balance between 

architectural ingenuity and societal needs. Initially conceptualized to 

accommodate the surge of personal automobiles in urban environments, their 

design has witnessed various transformations. As urban areas flourished and 

the value of land skyrocketed, these structures evolved, not just in height 
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but in functionality. Today, innovations such as automated parking systems, 

multi-purpose spaces, and energy-efficient designs are redefining the 

boundaries of what a parking garage can be. With cities becoming more 

complex entities, the architectural and functional aspects of these 

terminals have had to adapt, ensuring they remain relevant in a rapidly 

changing urban landscape. 

Two obvious features emerge when examining the history and architectural 

significance of parking garages. Firstly, their adaptive nature. Many 

contemporary cities are exploring the potential of these structures beyond 

mere vehicle storage, underlining Edmund Burke’s impression of garages as 

strange places that are open to ‘‘spiritual interpretation." Parking garages 

are being repurposed into urban farms, housing units, and even cultural 

spaces. This shift aligns with the sustainable urban development goals of 

reducing land wastage and promoting adaptive reuse. An iconic example would 

be the transformation of a parking garage in Miami into an upscale retail 

space, seamlessly blending commerce and car park. 

The second observation is their intrinsic relationship with urban mobility 

patterns. As cities grapple with the challenges of pollution, traffic 

congestion, and the need for sustainable transport, the future of parking 

garages becomes uncertain. Will they be redundant in an era of autonomous 

vehicles and enhanced public transportation? Or will they metamorphose into 

something entirely unforeseen? This is reminiscent of last semester's 

Filling Station's conundrum in a post-fossil fuel era. 

The legacy of parking garages is undeniably linked to our automobile-centric 

urban history. Their robust concrete frames, spiral ramps, and the rhythmic 

pattern of parked cars are imprints of a city's relationship with its 

vehicles. Yet, as urban mobility is on the brink of a revolution, architects 

and urban planners are reimagining these structures. It's not just about 

where cars will be parked, but how these spaces can be integrated into the 

urban fabric. 

As we stand at this architectural crossroad, it's imperative to reflect on 

the design elements and principles that have shaped parking garages. Which 

of these elements deserve preservation?  

The parking garage is more than a mere storage space for vehicles; it's a 

testament to our urban evolution. As we navigate the challenges of the 21st 



century, these structures bear an enorm spatial potential in re-shaping 

sustainable and resilient urban landscapes. 

 

 

 


