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Information: The theme of this issue rises from the need to represent interactions between spatial, social and 
environmental processes through the dimension of time.
Nowadays cities and territories have to face processes where multiple and complex dynamics are replacing static 
and immanent ones. Moreover, worldwide, every two days more data is being produced than in all of history prior to 
2003, and the consequent greater availability of data imposes a second dimension of time that challenges the way 
we conceive reality: the so called “real time” reminds us the impossibility of imagining the act of mapping as a 
standing alone practice, and thus the need of requisitioning its agency in both design and governance processes. 
This issue calls for a mapping approach that intends to disclose history as a data producer as much as the present 
time, as a mean for reading reality and therefore imagining the future without the restrictions of a prescriptive 
approach. In other words, it is the same hypothesis used in 1983 by Andre Corboz when he defined the territory as 
a palimpsest, as a blackboard where society can trace, (never completely) erase and ultimately re-trace new 
chapters of urban transformation.

Mapping as a design practice is thus constricted between the thickness of history and real-time data production, 
between the map as a result of a computational operation and the map as a hypothesis for spatial transformation. 
The theme of palimpsest and its process of representation calls for exploring the interactions between spatial, 
social and environmental processes through the prism of multiple temporal dimensions: the historical (the longue 
durée), the present (contemporary dynamics and flows) and the future (both short- and long-term scenarios).

This issue aims at discussing “mapping palimpsests”, its tradition and future developments, as a scientific and 
methodological question.

Instructions for Authors: Authors interested in submitting a paper for this issue are asked to consult the journal’s 
instructions for authors and send their abstracts (about 250 words, with a tentative title and reference to the 
thematic issue) by email to the Editorial Office (up@cogitatiopress.com).

Open Access: The journal has an article publication fee to cover its costs and guarantee that the article can be 
accessed free of charge by any reader, anywhere in the world, regardless of affiliation. We defend that authors 
should not have to personally pay this fee and advise them to check with their institutions if funds are available to 
cover open access publication fees. Institutions can also join Cogitatio’s Membership Program at a very affordable 
rate and enable all affiliated authors to publish without incurring any fees. 
Further information about the journal’s open access charges and institutional members can be found here: 
https://www.cogitatiopress.com/urbanplanning/about/editorialPolicies#publicationFees 

Manuscripts have to be original research results that has not been published elsewhere. Further explanations for journal editorial 
process and structuring the manuscript (APA Style) following the journal guidelines can be found at https://www.cogitatio-
press.com/urbanplanning/pages/view/forauthors
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