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Interest in R&D and technology policy as an area of academic research has perked 

up recently, even among the practitioners of mainstream economics. This probably 

reflects the perception that i) new technologies have had significant impacts on 

productivity growth in recent years, and ii) some countries have done better in 

exploiting those technological opportunities than others, partly because of efficient 

policy programs that have effectively sequenced interventions and thus generated 

real additional effects. 

 

Nevertheless, the economics of R&D and technology policy is still in its infancy. 

Very little has been done in the area of systematic empirical inquiries into ‘what 

works’ and into the quantification of economic effects of various instruments, 

given the characteristics of the country or sector under consideration. Thus, policy-

makers continue to proceed only on the basis of casual understanding, uninformed 

by robust empirical evidence about policy-relative efficiency. This state of affairs 

should no longer be accepted as satisfactory. 

 

This conference is organised to fill the gap between policy practices, empirical 

evidence and theoretical understanding of the main processes at stake.  

   

PROGRAM 

Speakers have been asked to present short policy-oriented papers on topics related to 

technology policy. 

The papers will be discussed by a policy-maker and a faculty member at the end of each 

session. 

--> Program of the conference - final version 

--> Junior sessions - final version 
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• Prof. Philippe AGHION - Harvard University 
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TOPICS 

Background Information 

Interest in R&D and technology policy as an area of academic research has perked up 

recently, even among the practitioners of mainstream economics. This probably reflects the 

perception that 1) new technologies have had significant impacts on productivity growth in 

recent years, and 2) some countries have done better in exploiting those technological 

opportunities than others, partly because of efficient policy programs that have effectively 

sequenced interventions and thus generated real additional effects. 

Nevertheless, the economics of R&D and technology policy is still in its infancy. Very 

little has been done in the area of systematic empirical inquiries into 'what works' and into the 

quantification of economic effects of various instruments, given the characteristics of the 

country or sector under consideration. Thus, policy-makers continue to proceed only on the 

basis of casual understanding, uninformed by robust empirical evidence about policy-relative 

efficiency. This state of affairs should no longer be accepted as satisfactory. 

This conference is organised to fill the gap between policy practices, empirical evidence 

and theoretical understanding of the main processes at stake. 

 

  



Main Topics 

Several topics related to the Economics of Technology Policy will be addressed during the 

conference: 

• Market failures, coordination failures: rethinking the rationales 

• Technology policy and complementary policies 

• Coordination failures and mission-oriented policies 

• Policy evaluation 

• Technology policy for helping economies catch up 

• Publicly funded science and technology policy 

• Technology policy and the 'new' sources of innovation 

• Technology policy in an era of R&D internationalisation 

• Technology policy and financing innovations 

• IP policy as a part of technology policy 

 

Policy-Maker's Participation 

High level policy-makers and representatives of governmental and international 

organisations have been invited to play the role of discussant for the whole event. 
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