Agreement for master project 
Agreement for master project
Important notice for the heads of EPFL laboratories:
This agreement shall not be signed:
1)	when the master project is part of a research project in the laboratory financed by the company. In such a case, a research agreement shall be negotiated and executed in collaboration with the company and the Technology Transfer Office of EPFL (TTO) and the student will sign with EPFL an agreement on intellectual property and confidentiality.
2)	when the laboratory discloses to the Student source code or EPFL confidential information. In such a case, the ownership on and the right to use EPFL intangible assets and the results of the Student shall be well analysed and discussed. Do not hesitate to contact TTO.
In addition, this agreement may only be signed if it is fully compatible with the other projects within the laboratory.

The present agreement is entered into by the three following Parties:

The host company
      (company and address)
Represented by
      (name and title of representative)
(hereinafter referred to as "Company")

AND
Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne, 1015 Lausanne (EPFL)
Represented by professor EPFL
      (first name and name)
     
Head of the laboratory:
      (name of the laboratory)
      (address of the laboratory)

(hereinafter referred to as "EPFL")

AND
The student
      (first name and name)
      (address)

enrolled for the program      . Year      .

(hereinafter referred to as "Student")

Art. 1	Sphere of application
This agreement determines the relations between the various parties for a master project and establishes the rights and obligations of the Company, EPFL and the Student during the master project. The master project will be carried out by the Student within Company's premises as well as within the premises of the above mentioned laboratory, upon mutual agreement between the parties.

Art. 2	Content of master project 
Master project title:      .
The program of the master project is determined jointly by the professor EPFL and the Company. It shall correspond to the program of the Student. The subject is described in the annex to this agreement.
Art. 3	Terms and conditions of the master project 
The Student remains a student of EPFL until the end of the master project.
The master project is done from       to      .
The presence (dates, timetable) of the Student within Company shall be agreed upon between the Company and the Student. 
Department/Unit and location of the master project within Company:      .

Art. 4	Host facilities and supervision
The master project is conducted under the direction of (hereinafter referred to as "EPFL Academic Supervisor") 
      (name)
      (email)
      (phone number)
The EPFL Academic Supervisor supervises the work of the Student.
During all the period of the master project, the Company undertakes to:
· ensure the supervision of the Student at the Company's;
· provide the Student with a suitable workstation and all the technical and scientific conditions and infrastructures necessary for the successful completion of the master project.
Art. 5	Remuneration and advantages
The Student and the Company may agree separately on remuneration from the Company.
One of the goal of the master project is to develop the vocational aptitude of the Student in addition to the theoretical and practical training followed at EPFL and thus facilitate his/her future integration into the professional world; the Student must therefore remain free to choose his/her future professional activities.



Art. 6	Insurance, civil liability
a) Health insurance 
Students are responsible for obtaining their own health insurance throughout their studies, including throughout their master project, whether this is carried out in Switzerland or abroad.
Prior to embarking on an internship abroad, Students shall check that their insurance coverage also extends to the country in which the internship will be done, failing which they shall take out additional insurance.
b) Professional and non-professional accident insurance
Students shall check that they are covered for professional and non-professional accidents in Switzerland or abroad and if this is not the case, shall take out the necessary insurance before starting his/her master project. 
In the event of an accident or illness occurring during the master project, Students shall inform their EPFL Academic Supervisor without delay.
c) Third-party insurance 
The Host Company shall take out insurance guaranteeing its civil liability for any damage caused to the Student. Should no such insurance exist, the Host Company shall bear the costs of any damage it has caused to the Student during the master project. The Host Company shall bear at minimum the same liability towards the Student as it bears towards its own employees. 
Students have a duty to take out individual third-party insurance covering any damage caused in the context of the master project. They must check that the insurance policy also covers the master project activity abroad if applicable.
Art. 7	Master projects abroad 
Students must announce any master project abroad to the EPFL Safety Domain through the website securite.epfl.ch/voyages to benefit from the assistance programme.
Students must complete the necessary administrative formalities (visa, work permit, vaccinations, etc.). Assistance is provided by the Host Company. 
Art. 8	Discipline
During the master project, the Student is subject to the discipline and internal regulations of the Host Company, especially with regard to schedules and health and safety regulations in force. 
Student shall inform the EPFL Academic Supervisor immediately should any impediment prevent them from doing their master project under the best possible conditions.
Students shall perform their master project with due diligence but neither EPFL nor Students shall be liable in case of non- or improper execution of the master project.
Art. 9	Evaluation of the master project and right of review from Company
At least two weeks before the filing of the master project at the secretariat of his/her section, the Student shall submit to the Company its term paper of the master project in writing (email, etc.), and copy the EPFL Academic Supervisor. The Company may request, within a maximum period of two (2) weeks from the submission by the Student that, if appropriate, (i) parts of the master project containing Confidential Information (as defined in article 11) of the Company shall be kept confidential and/or (ii) parts of the term paper shall be kept confidential for three (3) months to allow the filing of a patent application. The Company shall also inform at the same time, the EPFL Academic Supervisor of this request. If the Company does not respond within the above mentioned period of two (2) weeks, no part of the master project will be kept confidential.
The Student then files his/her term paper of master project at the secretariat of his/her section as per the directive of EPFL pointing out, where applicable, the confidentiality restrictions in accordance with this Article 11.
This term paper gives rise to an oral defence in front of a jury consisting of at least the EPFL Academic Supervisor and an external expert. The supervisor of the Company may be appointed external expert.
Art. 10	EPFL resources
EPFL installations and resources are intended for internal use only and can only be used by Student within the framework of his education. Should the Student need to use the installations, resources, information, software and/or other intangible assets of EPFL for his/her master project, he/she will request the permission of the EPFL Academic Supervisor; if this permission is granted, he/she will use the EPFL resources in question with the utmost care within the framework of his/her master project and shall not give access to the Company without written permission of EPFL. The eventual use of EPFL resources, including intangible assets, as part of the master project, does not confer any right to the Company on such resources and assets.
Art. 11	Confidentiality 
Confidential Information shall mean information disclosed by Company to the Student and to the EPFL Academic Supervisor in the framework of the master project, either in writing and clearly labelled as "confidential" or orally provided it has been declared as confidential at the time of disclosure and confirmed in writing by Company to the Student and the EPFL Academic Supervisor within 10 days after disclosure (hereinafter referred to as "Confidential Information"). Student and EPFL shall keep Confidential Information in confidence and shall refrain from using it otherwise than for the purpose of the master project.
The confidential information of Company that the Student receives when he/she is at the Company's premises does not need to be labelled as "confidential" neither to be confirmed in writing; the Student shall keep it in confidence, and in particular, shall not disclose it to EPFL.
The obligation of confidentiality shall be valid during five years after the end of the master project and shall not apply to confidential information that
· was in the public domain or public knowledge at the time it was transmitted or it later fell into the public domain or public knowledge for reasons other than an action or omission attributable to the Student or EPFL, 
· or it already was in possession of the Student or EPFL, without any limitation regarding its disclosure at the time it was transmitted to the Student or to EPFL, provided that such prior possession is supported by written evidence, or
· it was obtained by the Student or EPFL in good faith and without any commitment relating to confidentiality from a third party entitled to disclose it, or
· is or was independently developed by the Student or EPFL without violating any of their obligation under this agreement.
The Student undertakes not to keep, remove, or make copies of any document or software, of any nature whatsoever, belonging to the Company without the latter’s written consent.
Notwithstanding the foregoing, results of the master project shall in no event be considered as confidential information. 
Art. 12	Intellectual property 
The intellectual property rights pertaining to the results of the master project obtained by the Student are established directly between the Company and the Student. Should no such agreement exist, then  the following shall apply : the Student undertakes to transfer to the Company all his/her intellectual property rights regarding all inventions patented by Company, and all his/her author rights on software developed as part of his/her master project. The Student agrees to provide the Company with all the documents and signatures necessary for the legal protection of the said inventions and software. This paragraph does not apply when EPFL and Company have concluded a collaboration agreement in the framework of a project carried out by the laboratory of EPFL, and which includes the master project.
Company shall mention the name of the Student as inventor, as per the applicable law, in any patent application when he/she is inventor or co-inventor. Company shall apply to the Student its customary staff bonus policy for inventions, if any, and the applicable legal provisions.
Notwithstanding any agreement among Company and the Student, and subject to Article 11,  Company, the Student and EPFL may freely use the results of the master project, which either:
· do not consist in software; or
· for which a patent application has not been filed anywhere in the world within three (3) months after the Student has submitted his/her master project term paper to EPFL’s secretariat pursuant to Article 9, or for which a patent application was filed and the granting of a patent was refused in all jurisdictions where the patent application and its counterparts were filed. 
The signing of the present contract does not confer any right to the Company concerning any intellectual property rights of EPFL (including patents, rights on software, copyrights, assets referred to under Article 10 and any results obtained by EPFL in connection with the master project). EPFL will negotiate with the Company a licence on the results of EPFL stemming from the master project, if any, consisting either in an invention or software, provided EPFL is free to do so.
Art. 13	Interruption of the master project (termination of the Agreement)
Should any of the three Parties (Host Company, EPFL, Student) wish to terminate the internship, they shall immediately inform the other two Parties in writing. The justifications will be examined in close consultation between the Parties concerned. The final decision concerning termination of the internship (and therefore to terminate this Agreement), be it by one or several parties, will only be made at the conclusion of this consultation phase. 
Art. 14	Law applicable, courts of competent jurisdiction 
This Agreement is governed by Swiss law.  Any disputes that cannot be settled out of court will be submitted to the exclusive jurisdiction of the competent courts in Lausanne, Switzerland.


The parties agree that execution of this Agreement by exchanging facsimile, PDF, or electronic signatures shall have the same legal force and effect as the exchange of original signatures.

This Agreement is duly signed by the authorized representatives of the Parties hereto, as printed below:
Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne


___________________________________	___________________________________
(Place and date)	(signature)


	___________________________________
	(name and title)

Company


___________________________________	___________________________________
(Place and date)	(signature)


	___________________________________
	(name and title)
Student


___________________________________	___________________________________
(Place and date)	(signature)


	___________________________________
	(name)

Annexe: Content of the master project
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