
Academic situation  
“Is it worth retaking the exams?” 

“Is it worth pursuing my studies at EPFL or university?” 
 
To help you answer these questions, assess the following themes as objectively as possible. 
 
 Very 

weak 
Weak Average Strong Very 

strong 
Suitability for university education (academic freedom, 
interest in theory) 

     

Feeling of having chosen the right track      
Interest in chose field of study      
Promising professional prospects after studies      
Availability (time) to study      
Feeling able to succeed      
Motivation to succeed      
Wish to learn      
Total I      
 
 Very 

weak 
Weak Average Strong Very 

strong 
Dissatisfaction with the quality or organisation of 
university studies 

     

Stress, overload, feeling overwhelmed      
Wish to rapidly enter the employment market      
Financial difficulties      
Problems with peers (isolation, competition, …)      
Difficult general situation (e.g. family problems, 
inadequate lodgings, health problems, …) 

     

Total II      
 
 ▲▲▲ 

A 
▲▲ 

B 
√ 
C 

√√ 
D 

√√√ 
E 

Total (I + II)      
 
If D+E ≥ 8  → Extremely favourable conditions to pursue your university studies. You have a 

greater chance of continuing your studies than of abandoning them. 

If C+D+E ≥ 8 → favourable conditions to pursue your university studies.  However, could you not 
improve a few aspects scored in the A, B and C columns? 

If A+B ≥ 7  → Rather unfavourable conditions to pursue your university studies. You have a 
greater chance of abandoning your studies than pursuing them. May we 
suggest that you find out about the other options considered in this site – one of 
these may be better suited to you. 

If A+B+C ≥ 7 → Relatively favourable conditions to pursue your university studies. Try to 
improve the aspects scored in the A, B and C columns as much as possible. 

 
♦♦♦ Only you can assess the importance of each of the items in this questionnaire. To help you, we 
strongly recommend that you assess your personal situation.  This reflection will help you to assess 
your global situation in relation to your university studies, target your strengths and weaknesses and 
make a decision taking all these elements into account. 
 
 




