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P H D  W E L C O M E  D A Y

 Yo u r  p l a c e  i n  t h e  E P F L  u n i v e r s e

 A c a d e m i c  f r a m e w o r k  &  P h D  c u r r i c u l u m

 S h o r t t a l k s
 R e g i s t r a r ’ s O f f i c e
 V i c e  P r e s i d e n c y  f o r  H u m a n  D e v e l o p m e n t
 P o l y D o c

 E P F L  a t  y o u r  s e r v i c e :  M e e t  &  m i n g l e
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Your place in the 
EPFL universe
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PhD in Swiss & European Higher Education awarded to who:

 has demonstrated a systematic understanding of a field 
of study and mastery of the skills and methods of 
research associated with that field;

 has demonstrated the ability to conceive, design, 
implement and adapt a substantial process of research 
with scholarly integrity; 

 has made a contribution through original research that 
extends the frontier of knowledge by developing a 
substantial body of work, some of which merits national or 
international refereed publication;

 is capable of critical analysis, evaluation and synthesis of 
new and complex ideas; 

 can communicate with their peers, the larger scholarly 
community and with society in general about their areas of 
expertise;

 can be expected to promote, within academic and 
professional contexts, technological, social or cultural 
advancement in a knowledge-based society.

Doing a PhD: 
doing what 
exactly?

PhD = learn how to do 
research by doing it
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PhD curriculum
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Academic 
Framework
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Doctoral School
(EDOC)

Registrar’s Office
(SAC)

PhD Program
(EDXY) Director Administrator Committee PhD 

Representative

PhD Thesis Thesis Director Thesis Co-Director MentorYOU



PhD Program 
Directors
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EDAM
Roland Logé

EDAR
Elena Cogato Lanza

EDBB
Bruno Correia

EDCB
Jacques Fellay

EDCE
Anastasios Vassilopoulos

EDCH
Beat Fierz

EDDH
Martin Rohrmeier

EDEE
Romain Fleury

EDEY
Drazen Dujic

EDFI
Andreas Fuster

EDIC
Mark Pauly

EDMA
Mats Stensrud

EDME
Tobias Schneider

EDMI
Giovanni Boero

EDMS
David Suter

EDMT
Thomas Weber

EDMX
Esther Amstad

EDNE
Johannes Gräff

EDPO
Camille Brès

EDRS
Colin Jones

EDPY
Paolo De Los Rios

JDPLS
Pierre Dillenbourg



PhD Program 
Administrators

DOCTORAL SCHOOL 10

EDAM & EDMS
Tatiana Dubi

EDAR & EDDH
Sandra Bottà

EDBB
Sonja Bodmer

EDCB & EDRS
Corinne Lebet

EDCE & JDPLS
Emma Sorrentino

EDCH
Anne Lene Odegaard

EDEE
Valérie Maillard

EDEY
Cecile Taverney

EDFI
Lorraine Dupart

EDIC
Cecilia Chapuis

EDIC
Annalisa Ginocchio

EDMA & EDMX
Anne Kolly

EDMX
Chrystelle Demierre

EDME
Martina Keddouh

EDMI
Lucie Auberson

EDMT & EDNE
Gordana Favre

EDNE
Alice Emery Goodman

EDPO
Cathy Buchs

EDPY
Anh Eymann



 Hub for doctoral training at EPFL 
 Provides resources and support to doctoral 

programs
 Maintains transversal skills training offer and 

run transversal programs
 Promotes the doctoral community, organizes 

events and supports initiatives

Doctoral School
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PhD candidates2,307

Visiting PhDs105

Thesis directors437

Thesis co-directors388

PhD programs22

Staff FTE17
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Doctoral School
Administration

Prof. Anne-Marie Kermarrec
AVP-DLE

Dr. Philip Mair
Deputy AVP-DLE

Juliane Kuntschen
Administration, Legal, Finance

Anikó Borbély 
Communication, Mobility, Events

Stéphanie Thoma
Team Head Administrators

Dr. Lucia Baldi 
Projects and events

Dr. Julie Mazard 
Transversal Skills Training

Dr. Olga Belova 
EuroTeQ



From 2nd year: a program to prepare participating PhD 
candidates as engaged members of society and leaders 
of tomorrow. 

PhD Excellence 
Program
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Transversal skills
14

Academic Skills Professional Skills Industry Skills



New workshop:
The PhD journey

 What is a PhD at EPFL
 Best practices for a 

successful PhD
 Ideas to enhance your 

PhD experience
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2nd December 2025

13:00 – 15:00

Lausanne campus



 Explains PhD curriculum
 Explains employment aspects
 References to relevant EPFL LEX
 Good practice
 Ideas to enhance your PhD experience

PhD Guide
DOCTORAL SCHOOL 16



Short talks
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Registrar’s Office (SAC)
Doctoral Students’ Office
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1 doctoral candidate = 2 roles 
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STUDENT
Academic regulations

COLLABORATOR
Employee contract

Labs 
& HR

Contrat, salary, visa, 
leaves, etc.

Tool: SAP

Registrar’s Office 
& the Doctoral School

Immatriculation, credits, exams, 
annual reports, extensions, etc.

Tool: IS-Academia



Vice Presidency 
for Human 
Development

P h D  W e l c o m e  D a y  2 0 2 5  |   N o v e m b e r  6 ,  2 0 2 5

P R E S E N T E D  B Y

Anne Gilliéron
Co-Director

People Experience
VPH

Photo: «La Doctorale» 2025

A N D
Ines Ariceta Ayestaran

Director a.i.
Wellbeing & Inclusion 

VPH



PhD Welcome Day - November 6, 2025
Anne Gilliéron - Co-Director People Experience - VPH 21

Your Double Status 
@ EPFL 

EPFL

• Your Thesis Director: any 
academic question or topic       
related to your Thesis

• Your Program Director/Admin: 
any academic issues or questions

• Your Mentor: for counselling or 
guidance during your thesis

Academic 

Student & Employee

Employment Contract



PhD Welcome Day - November 6, 2025
Anne Gilliéron - Co-Director People Experience - VPH 22

- Contract & renewals – work permits
- Swiss social security system – 
- Payment of salaries – Swiss labour law
- Steps to declare absences 
- Train Half-Fare … 

People Operations

What can the VPH 
do for you ?

Leadership & DevelopmentPeople Experience
Training online (Keeplearning) – 
Employability and Development Center –
  Language Center ...

• Employee Lifecyle – Counselling
• Case Management -

https://www.epfl.ch/about/vice-presidencies/vice-presidency-for-human-development-vph/people-operations-opp/
https://www.epfl.ch/about/vice-presidencies/vice-presidency-for-human-development-vph/leadership-and-development-ldev/
https://www.epfl.ch/about/vice-presidencies/vice-presidency-for-human-development-vph/people-experience-pexp/
https://www.epfl.ch/campus/services/internal-trainings/fr/keep-learning-fr/


PhD Welcome Day - November 6, 2025
Anne Gilliéron - Co-Director People Experience - VPH

Dedicated 
contact person

23



PhD Welcome Day - November 6, 2025
Ines Ariceta Ayestaran - Director Well-being and Inclusion a.i.- VPH 24

Well-being and 
Inclusion

 Diversity, Equality and 
Inclusion

 Spiritual care
 Sport health
 Psychosocial risk prevention
 Mental health
 Respect Compliance Office
 Dual Career program



 50 minutes
 Concrete situations, suggestions

on how to act and react
 Part of EPFL Essentials

E-learning
« You are not alone.
Promoting respect »

PhD Welcome Day - November 6, 2025
Ines Ariceta Ayestaran - Director Well-being and Inclusion a.i.- VPH 25



A tool to guide you
04
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Access via the EPFL 
Campus application

PhD Welcome Day - November 6, 2025
Ines Ariceta Ayestaran - Director Well-being and Inclusion a.i.- VPH 26



PhD Welcome Day - November 6, 2025
Ines Ariceta Ayestaran - Director Well-being and Inclusion a.i.- VPH

A campus in motion 
27

ON CAMPUS!
 MyBreak outdoor training

 30 minute sessions on 
campus

 Free!
 MyBreak mindfulness
 Box-ups and leisure activities



Meet us
at our
Booths

PhD Welcome Day - November 6, 2025
Anne Gilliéron - Co-Director People Experience - VPH 28



Wishing you the
very best at EPFL!



PolyDoc and Related Associations
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+ Representatives of each Doctoral School ED--

Scientific Intermediate Body

PhD students PostDocs

EPFL recognized 
entity:

Scientists



PolyDoc – 2 Sides of the Same Medal
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Participation in politics at EPFL in 
close collaboration with ELSA
 Consultation with LEX changes
 Working groups e.g.

• Food on campus
• Teaching regulations
• Mental Health
• Anything you are concerned 

about

https://go.epfl.ch/ELSA-Join
20 CHF - PhD
30 CHF - Postdoc/Scientist

Join ELSA:



PolyDoc – 2 Sides of the Same Medal
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Social/Non-work related life on 
campus
 Apéros, Trivia nights, BBQ
 Sport events
 Information Sessions/Seminars 

(Health Insurance, Taxes, 
Immigration …)

 Any further ideas?



Friends!
Insurance!

Wrong PI?

Problems?

PolyDoc
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Join us to be up-to-date

And watch out for 
our newsletter!

Next Events:
- Seminar onSwiss Immigration Law and Permits 19.11
- Seminar on Suisse Retirement System 25.11

@polydoc PolyDoc

polydoc-epfl.slack.com

@EPFL_PolyDoc @polydocEPFL

Whatsapp



 VPH People Experience
 VPH Wellbeing and Inclusion
 Student Affairs
 Teaching Support Center
 Language Center

 Research Office
 Technology Transfer Office
 EPFL Startup Launchpad
 Research Computer Platform
 EPFL Library

Visit the stands!
 Doctoral Programs
 Doctoral School
 Registrar’s Office
 PhD Student Associations
 Spiritual Services

DOCTORAL SCHOOL 35
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