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Maximum 20 pages 
 Including cover page, references and appendices.
Provisional title :  
_____________________
One copy of this research plan must be sent to edce@epfl.ch three weeks before the exam. EDCE will check that the plan meets all requirements. Once approved, you will then send it to your candidacy exam jury members, as PDF, minimum 10 days before your candidacy exam. 
The signed final version of the research plan must be sent at the latest 10 days after your candidacy exam to edce@epfl.ch (PDF).
The cover page, printed from your IS-Academia portal should be the first page of your research plan. Ask your thesis directors to sign the cover page after the exam when they have validated the final version.
1) Summary (15 lines max.)

Keywords 
2) State of research (with brief bibliography)

3)
State of research work performed by the candidate


4)
Detailed research plan


5)
Timeline (Gantt chart) of doctoral research up to thesis defense

Please also refer to Section 3 "Admission for preparation of thesis, thesis direction", art. 6-7-8  of the document Directive concerning doctoral studies 
Directives Research Plan

Research plan

1) The summary should characterize the planned PhD work : give a brief presentation of the topic in the framework of which the planned research is to take place. At the end of the summary, please characterize the project in the form of eight keywords.

2) State of research : referring to the main scientific publications in the field, indicate knowledge gained so far in the concerned research domain, specify gaps that remain to be filled, and indicate research going on in this field in Switzerland and abroad.

3) State of research conducted by the candidate : indicate work already performed by the candidate in the research domain or in a neighbouring domain.

4) Detailed research plan : on the basis of information given under 2) and 3), indicate the scientific and technical objectives you envisage to meet during the three years of PhD work.

Show the importance of the results that you are planning to obtain and the developments they can lead to:

· which are the inquiries, studies, analyses or investigations you are proposing to perform to meet the objectives indicated above?

· how is the first stage of work planned to unroll?

· how do you envisage the next stages?


Specify the methods you plan to use to meet the objectives :

· methods directly applicable in the PhD work

· methods that can be used in collaboration with third parties (advice, services, etc.)

· methods that have yet to be defined and developed.

5) Timeline of full project : as far as it is possible to have a general overview of a project that will spread over several years, specify the time schedule of the different project phases.
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