the Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne presents a Housing and Cities course video
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https://cede-webapps.epfl.ch/video-sequence-search/?csv=en_HOUSING-4
https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_wi4wg5qf
https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_wi4wg5qf

Om 33s

Werner Hegemann

1930

Das
steinerne

Berlin is a very strange city starting from its very foundation until the
tragic events of World War Two. It is stranger because it is not a city a
city which developed in an organic way. It is much more composed by
singular entities and this phenomenon is very well described by Venera
big man. He needs capital book. Steiner name bear Lenat the Berlin of
stones.

Notes

Summary

Week 9: Post-World War II reconstruction | The example of Berlin, Germany

20f 14



https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_wi4wg5qf?st=33

1m 10s

EG Amanor underline the fact that at the end of 19th century Berlin
represented the poorest life condition for people living in it. And it was
the starting point for the urban renewal characterizing the modern
architecture. But the story of Berlin is also very strongly marked by the
construction of the wall cutting into different parts. This city Berlin
represents a sort of laboratory concerning the post World War 2 housing
theories and realization and it is particularly representative because in a
very condensed said surveys we can observe two fundamentally
different way of developing these things in new ways from an urban
point of view. The two models are quite opposite in the East apart. There
is a long monumental history to celebrating the power of people
according to stallion ideology but until now it is impressive to walk
along these monumental street because beyond ideological criticism we
can recognize the strength of such opposition in terms of urban
developing on the other side. As I said we can consider the Internet now
a sort of anticipation of the Green City which is coming back to the
center of the debate today.

Notes

Summary
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_wi4wg5qf?st=70

3m 15s

So unity in the eastern part and differences on the western part the
reason why we have chosen to deal with Berlin is exactly due to these
contiguity between the two so different models of considering the future
of housing. Today we discussed post World War 2 housing. Berlin is
unique in the history of 20th century architecture due to the fact that it
has undergone constant transformation. In particular after 1945 when it
emerged from the war largely destroyed by allied bombing at the end of
the war 43 percent.

Summary
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_wi4wg5qf?st=195

That is almost half of the buildings in Berlin were destroyed in the
center. This figure rose to 70 percent. Shortages existed for everything
making reconstruction difficult. Like the rest of Germany Berlin was
divided into four sectors occupied by the French British American and
Russian forces. This diagram shows the division of Germany and the
position of Berlin. Deep inside the Russian sector however despite these
divisions during the initial period of shared administration decision was
made to reconstruct the urban transformations of Berlin between 1949
and 2010 as shown in the series of images planned from 1940 shows
Berlin during the National Socialist or Nazi period. The city is compact.
The different neighborhoods and most important parts can be

3m 59s

recognized.

Notes

Summary
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_wi4wg5qf?st=239

4m 57s

The 1953 plan shows what was left intact after the end of the war. Only
around half of the city this plan shows in yellow the bomb destruction as
well as the demolition of unstable buildings. From 1940 to 2001 finally
the buildings here are newly built dating from immediately after the
war. Until 2001 we can see that the traces geometry and general form of
the city are still visible but that the urban fabric itself has been
completely rebuilt. The reconstruction began immediately after the end
of the war but before this work could start. The city had to be cleared of
the debris caused by the bombing.

Notes

Summary
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_wi4wg5qf?st=297
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In May 1945 most of the men were held in prisoner of war camps.
Therefore it was the women the so-called Tomas howon the rubble
women many of them also widows. We began to clear the city of rubble
and organize the first building efforts. The rubble was transported to
several sites and used to create shoot Burgin literally mountains of
debris which remain as green such as Tal Salzburg a polemic debate
quickly arose around the question of reconstruction whether to
reproduce the historic city in a similar style or to build something
completely new. In 1946 Hornstra Hoehn was chosen by the Allies to
manage the Berliner Collective a Department of urbanism responsible
for thinking about the reconstruction of the city including all sectors in
general. Architects and urbanists wanted to reconstruct according to the
principles of a modern city from 1946. Sharon worked on the collective
plan for the whole city orientated around the principles of the Athens
charter and the pre-war Bolthouse theories. Only a few traces are
recognizable of the Old City.

Summary
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_wi4wg5qf?st=341

The temple Hauff airport and in red the pandan Borgo gate. The plan
proposed demolishing the pre-war remnants and establishing a new
network of main roadways to cannolis traffic and a fine residential areas
instead of following the existing radial street pattern the plan developed
West bands following the glacial valley of the Spring River the
residential areas the Vonzell and all living cells along the river.

Notes

6m 57s
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_wi4wg5qf?st=417
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What to house between four five thousand residents including services
and green spaces buildings were loosely distributed within a landscape a
vision that is called Stadt land chaffed urban landscape as well as the
residential zones. The city was divided into separate areas the
commercial zone the administrative zone the cultural zone around the
Museum Island and the existing industrial zone. The objective was to
decentralise the city and evenly distribute population densities however
the idea was not pursued. The city government decided to reconstruct
according to Berlin's previous structure and to reproduce the pre-war
form the fact that Palin had been destroyed by the war offered an
opportunity to a large number of architects to apply their theories. The
first Durban programme in East Berlin was the imposing Avenue Stalley
Nali. It is of major interest for urban history in the 1950s. In response to
Starlin other urban ideas competition was launched by the federal state
of West Germany and the City of West Berlin. In 1958 this image shows
a variation of Hensher hones entry which won second prize is very
similar to the 1946 collective plan islands of buildings are placed freely
in the landscape of green areas the Berlin competition came at the time
of the dissolution.

Notes

Summary
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_wi4wg5qf?st=448

9m 00s

Of NCM the international congresses of modern architecture and the
founding of the group. Team X Manvers used the competition as a kind
of forum to renew the ideas of their predecessors. Alison and Peter
Smithson's third prize winning competition entry as one well-known
example but these ambitious transformations were never applied to
Berlin or to the rest of Germany partly due to a lack of political
ambition but mostly due to economic problems. The extent of the
destruction led to more economical solutions. The city centers were
mainly left as they were and it was predominantly in the peripheries or
the suburbs where concepts of modern architecture were applied both in
the west as this example of the market was fixed in West Berlin built
between 1963 and 1974 or Lenin plots in East Berlin completed in 1970.
The reconstruction of Berlin quickly took on an ideological character
through the confrontation of the two political blocs in the east the
German Democratic Republic or GDR supported by the socialist
countries in the east and in the West. The Federal Republic of Germany
as part of continental Europe supported by the United States even
though since the end of the war Berlin had been jointly governed by
representatives of the principal European nations.

Summary
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_wi4wg5qf?st=540

WEST BERLIN EAST BERLIN

- isolated West-Berlin

drawing by LCC/EPFL based on: hitps://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Berlin_Blockade-map.svg

They decided it was not possible to maintain this unity. The construction
of the wall erected in the center of Berlin by the GDR beginning on the
night of the 12th of August 1961 divided the communal master plans
into two sectors of the city until 1989 from 1961 the wall divided Berlin
into two parts. This was the beginning of a critical period in European
history. The Cold War The Story of Berlin is also very strongly marked
by the construction of the wall cutting into different parts of this city. It
is the iconic object representing the so called Iron Curtain. And that
today we have a sufficient historical distance in order to appreciate that
this tragic tragical event nothing is more violent than cutting the city in
two parts and not only from the urban architectural point of view we are
dealing with the millions of people thousands of families.

Post-World War II cities 110of 14
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Architect Hans Jacklyn was caught in the middle of the political
division and was replaced after the elections in 1947 by a more
conservative architect or nuts all ambitious urban projects were halted
by the Berlin blockade in 1948 and 49 Berlin was isolated from the rest
of the world. West Berlin was also surrounded by a less solid wall
around its perimeter to the Soviet sector Stalin aimed to integrate the
city into a zone of occupation and organized a road blockade in order to
drive out the Americans who in turn responded by flying in supplies to
Temple HOF airport the administrative and urban division of Berlin was
reinforced by this event. The land became the showplace for two
different parallel reconstructed strategies in east and west. The
competitive ideologies resulted in different forms of urbanism and
architecture East Berlin became the capital of the GDR and
demonstrated its allegiance to the USSR through urbanism urbanism
was opposed to the modernist principles promoted by Charlemagne and
returned to the idea of a centralized city not based on the Athens charter.

Notes

Summary
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https://mediaspace.epfl.ch/media/0_wi4wg5qf?st=716

At the beginning of the 1950s a delegation of architects visited Moscow
under the influence of their Soviet colleagues. They formed the six
principles of Berlin's reconstruction a kind of antithesis to the Athens

charter.

Notes

Summary
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This rejection of modernism prevailed in the east until the death of
Stalin in 1953 communist power aimed to turn Berlin into a
demonstration of socialism around the symbolic style Nali ceremonious
Avenue built at the beginning of the 1950s as a new axis. According to
the winning competition plans of the architect icon Halfman in the West
the Federal Republic of Germany s R g declared Bonn as the capital and
West Berlin was reorganized around a new center. The development of
the Hanser few third quarter in the West was the ideological counter
offensive to Stalin earlier in the east. The new construction of this
quarter which had been totally destroyed was the theme of the
international architecture exhibition the until now. In 1957 the vision
reaffirmed the heritage of Barnhouse and modernism urban living
should be freely distributed within a natural environment a concept
referring to the ideas of share Hoehn both East and West Berlin refuted
the classic Prussian architecture of the pre-war period. In fact both sides
were keen to break with this tradition. In the west, buildings from the
end of the 19th century only began to be restored after 1960. In the east,
It took until 1987; the 700 fiftieth year anniversary of Berlin to

appreciate their value.
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