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Occupational Health and Safety service
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Our goal is to work cooperatively 
with COSEC, faculty, scientists, and 
students to reduce risks to health 
and property !

We provide services to the EPFL staff in proactively managing various hazards:
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4Occupational health and safety (OHS): 
organization

Occupational 
Health and 

safety (OHS)
(head S. Karlen)

Health
(OHS-ST)

Occupational 
Hygiene

(OHS-HT)

Risk Prevention
(OHS-PR)

hygienetravail@epfl.chsante@epfl.ch https://go.epfl.ch/support-ohs
ohs-pr@epfl.ch

Adm. support: 
M. Mangili

mailto:hygienetravail@epfl.ch
mailto:sante@epfl.ch
https://go.epfl.ch/support-ohs
mailto:ohs-pr@epfl.ch
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OHS-Health

Medical surveillance for workers 
handling:
•nanomaterials
• radioactivity
•biohazards
•chemical risks (lead, arsenic, etc.)

Health prevention

Return to work medical follow-
up

OHS - Health: activities and team

• Thibaut Gaillard
• Cesar Jaton
• Viviane Depuydt-

Linder
• Chiyama

Mathivathanasekaram

• Sophie Peuble-Bovon
• Françoise Maillefer

sante@epfl.ch

Med. consultation 
with nurses

mailto:sante@epfl.ch
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OHS - Occupational hygiene
Occupational hygiene services 
for EPFL community

Prevention of occupational 
chronic risk of exposure

Exposure assessments

Maternity protection

Ergonomics

Advice on PPE selection

OHS - Occupational hygiene: activities and team

Anna Maria Novello

Helena Palacios 

Jean-Michel Poffet

Patrick Gerber

Marc Matthey
hygienetravail@epfl.ch

mailto:hygienetravail@epfl.ch


OHS - Occupational hygiene: examples of activities
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Occupational hygiene

Prevention of occupational chronic risk 
of exposure

Review of laboratory processes and support for the selection 
and evaluation of engineering controls

Exposure assessments

Airborne chemical compounds

Surface contamination by heavy metals

Sound levels and frequencies, reverberation time

Risk assessment Maternity protection

Advice for PPE selection

Validation of respiratory protection: fit-tests (adjustment tests)

Hearing protection

Ergonomics

Assessment of office and laboratory workplaces
Support for workplace adjustments

Advice for ergonomic device selection (mouse, keyboard,…)
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OHS - Risk prevention
Support/ advice on 
laboratory hazards

Trainings on specific 
laboratory hazards

Risk analysis

Delivery of authorizations for 
particularly hazardous 
chemicals

Analysis of 
incidents/accidents

Safety audits/ control

OHS - Risk prevention: activities and team

Simona Frateschi

Kirstin Friedrich

Francesca Gaggini

Amela Groso

Emanuele Ripiccini

Eleonora Simeoni

Astrid Olaya

Benjamin Uster

Sébastien Gex

https://go.epfl.ch/support-ohs

https://go.epfl.ch/support-ohs
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ATEX Radioprot.Gas NanoLaser Magnet.Cryo Electricity Bio

OHS- Risk prevention: team in detail

Roofs,
Robots, pits

Chem. Storage, manipulation,
Authorization ADR Special 

waste
Glove box/
mech. hazard
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10OHS – Risk prevention: examples of activities

Bio safety

Risk assessment

Work with genetically modified organisms and 
pathogen 

(virus, bacteria, fungus etc.)

Also in case of pregnancy

Notifications and 
authorization requests

Discussion with researchers/ PI

Document preparation and updating

Decontamination of P2 and 
P3 laboratories with H2O2

and formaldehyde

Training

Training for work in P2-P3 labs 
(FOBS3)

Provide training to Life science 
students in the framework of practical 

work
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Chemical safety,
Compressed gas,
Laser hazard…

Edit rules, protocols, safety 
concepts Installing and using laser, compressed gas etc (new 

labs and transformation)

EPFL internal directives and web site

Risk analysis
Incompatibilities, storage, manipulation, laser setup etc.

Explosion, toxic gas and substance, asphyxiation etc.

User and Exploitation 
support. 

Risk mitigation depending on 
risk level

Advice on cupboards, ventilation, detectors, warnings.
Delivery of authorisations for chemicals handling/ purchase

Training Ex. Procedures for bottle change

Laser hazards, radioprotection, cryo safety training ..

OHS – Risk prevention: examples of activities



Security, intervention and safety service (SIS)
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Main activities

All emergencies:
•Fire interventions
•First aid
•Theft on campus

Central alarms (CEA)

Security of events on the Campus

Air safety (i.e. drones flights)

Infrastructure related safety

https://www.epfl.ch/campus/security-
safety/secours/

Contacts:
securite@epfl.ch

Fire extinguishers:
travaux.sis@epfl.ch

https://www.epfl.ch/campus/security-safety/secours/
mailto:securite@epfl.ch
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