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 Discover how social networks impact research visibility

 Learn from inspirational scientists’ profiles on Twitter and TikTok

Learning objectives
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 Analyze external factors influencing your adoption of 
social networks

 Be strategic ! Build a coherent and effective social 
networks strategy  

• What is your objective?

• What is your target audience?

• What are the best channels to reach your audience? 

• Adapt your discourse to your target and your channels

C
o
ff
e
e
 L

e
c
tu

re
 #

1
8
 –

S
c
ie

n
c
e
 o

n
a

s
o
c
ia

l 
n
e
tw

o
rk

s
: 

A
 s

tr
a
te

g
ic

 c
h
o
ic

e

E
lis

a
 B

a
n
fi

Going on social networks as a researcher  



#externalfactors : access to grants 
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 In many grant proposals, you are requested to evaluate the impact of your
research on society

• Your presence on social networks can #help you to fill in this section 

• #Altmetrics can quantify the impact of your previous publications on lay
audiences

• Be persuasive !

C
o
ff
e
e
 L

e
c
tu

re
 #

1
8
 –

S
c
ie

n
c
e
 o

n
 s

o
c
ia

l 
n
e
tw

o
rk

s
: 

A
 s

tr
a
te

g
ic

 c
h
o
ic

e

E
lis

a
 B

a
n
fi



More productive scholars = more engaged scholars in public communication

Entradas, Marta, and João M. Santos. 2021. ‘Returns of Research Funding Are Maximised in Media Visibility for Excellent Institutes’. Humanities and Social Sciences 
Communications 8(1): 1–8.

Why ? 

Funding agencies and grant committees require excellent scholars to increase individual visibility, project 
visibility and team visibility

How?

By using a mix of social and traditional media 

#externalfactors : management of projets
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https://erc.europa.eu/managing-your-

project/communicating-your-research

https://rea.ec.europa.eu/communica

ting-about-your-eu-funded-

project_en

https://www.snf.ch/fr/vHmVpRYYUJYwO6On/enco

uragement/communication-scientifique/cours-

media

Dedicated training:  https://www.microplume.ch/formations-fns-programmes

https://erc.europa.eu/managing-your-project/communicating-your-research
https://rea.ec.europa.eu/communicating-about-your-eu-funded-project_en
https://www.snf.ch/fr/vHmVpRYYUJYwO6On/encouragement/communication-scientifique/cours-media
https://www.microplume.ch/formations-fns-programmes


Open access policies 

 Open access policies encourage you to have contents (papers or other 
supports related to your research) that can be #legally used on social 
network platforms  

Open science policies 

 Open science policies encourage scientists in using social media for 
#disseminating their results and #sharing them 
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#externalfactors : open access and science policies 
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#externalfactors : traditional metrics  

Social media foster international 
cooperation and co-authorship 

International cooperation and co-
authorship boost article citations

Strategic use of social media 
fosters indirectly citations of your 

articles 

Maher, Brendan, and Richard Van Noorden. 2021. 

‘How the COVID Pandemic Is Changing Global 

Science Collaborations’. Nature 594(7863): 316–

19.

Potter, R. W. K., Szomszor, M. & Adams, J. J. Informetr. 14, 

101075 (2020).

In Maher, Brendan, and Richard Van Noorden. 2021. ‘How the 

COVID Pandemic Is Changing Global Science Collaborations’. 

Nature 594(7863): 316–19.C
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Twitter  for …?

 Retrieve automatically information about your network and your subject 

 Follow and create Twitter Lists by group, topic or interest

 Organize and prioritize the tweets you see in your timeline 

 Show your data and competencies via data visualization 

 Link your profile to your webpage and/or to your other active accounts 

At the Library, we can help you to find the best #hashtags for your topic
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 Valorize your competencies and your ability to be useful to citizens 

 Celebrate your achievements (new teams, new projects or your 
participation as expert in academic boards).

Daniel Probst 9

Twitter

Mainstream 
journals

TwitterNew positions

https://corona-
data.ch/
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https://www.twitter.com/skepteis

https://www.twitter.com/skepteis


About TikTok and science

 TikTok is one of the fastest-growing social media applications among 
scientists. 

Hayes, Clare, Katherine Stott, Katie J. Lamb, and Glenn A. Hurst. 2020. ‘“Making Every Second Count”: Utilizing TikTok and Systems Thinking to 
Facilitate Scientific Public Engagement and Contextualization of Chemistry at Home’. Journal of Chemical Education 97(10): 3858–66.

Brewer Madison, Physicists turn to TikTok for science communication. Physics today. Published online January 5, 2022. 
doi:10.1063/PT.6.4.20220105a

 Profile @ / Hashtag # / Link to other social media (Twitter and 
Instagram)

#realscientists #stemtok #scientistsoftiktok

#neuroscience #scicomm

 TikTok is visual        Use TikTok only if you like creating visual contents 
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https://www.tiktok.com/tag/realscientists?lang=fr&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/realscientists?lang=fr&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/stemtok?lang=fr&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/stemtok?lang=fr&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/scientistsoftiktok?lang=fr&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/scientistsoftiktok?lang=fr&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/neuroscience?lang=fr&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/scicomm?lang=fr&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1
https://www.tiktok.com/tag/scicomm?lang=fr&is_copy_url=1&is_from_webapp=v1


11TikTok for sharing  your research visual contents 

https://www.tiktok.com/@nudibranch_nerd
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https://www.tiktok.com/@nudibranch_nerd?lang=en


12TikTok for sharing your lab experience 

https://www.tiktok.com/@int.polarfoundation/video/7053096815155055877
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https://www.tiktok.com/@int.polarfoundation/video/7053096815155055877


13TikTok for sharing your experience in teaching 

https://www.tiktok.com/@physicsisfun_official
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https://www.tiktok.com/@physicsisfun_official


14TikTok for dissemination 

https://www.tiktok.com/@astrokirsten
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https://www.tiktok.com/@astrokirsten


15TikTok for sharing your life as phd, senior researcher or professor 

https://www.tiktok.com/@professorbren
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https://www.tiktok.com/@professorbren


Thank you !

16

Contact & credits

 Elisa Banfi

elisa.banfi@epfl.ch

2022 Elisa Banfi. This is an 
open-access document distributed 
under the terms of the Creative 
Commons Attribution License 

go.epfl.ch/coffee-lectures
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https://go.epfl.ch/coffee-lectures

