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▪ Understand the particularities of reusing different types of content.

▪ Know how to request permission to reuse copyrighted content in a 
thesis.
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EPFL legal context for theses
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▪ Ordinance on the doctorate

▪ Theses are also framed by the “Directive concerning the citing and 
referencing sources of information in written work submitted” of LEX 
1.3.3.

▪ The author is the copyright owner of his/her thesis.

▪ S.He is also responsible for its content

▪ A thesis is considered as a non-commercial publication. 

https://www.epfl.ch/education/phd/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2.4.0.1_ordinance-EDOC-final_ANGL.pdf
https://www.epfl.ch/about/overview/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/1.3.3_dir_plagiat_etudiant_an.pdf


Quote VS Reuse
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▪ Citation/Quotation = cite and/or quote small extracts of works. Citation 
is a right, an exemption listed in the Swiss Copyright Law.

▪ Reuse = reproducing a work (or an important part) already created 
(published or not) in another work. It is not a right and generally 
requires formal authorizations from the right holders, unless the 
work is under a free license. And of course, reusing implies citing. 

▪ Rights holders (or owners) are persons who own moral and/or 

exploitation rights of a work. In many cases, the rights owner will be

the publisher. 

▪ Important: all images, figures and graphics are considered as 

works.



Which content do you want 

to reuse ?

Published Unpublished

Reuse content in your thesis



Open Access under 

a CC license*

Public domain

or CC 0

Raw data

Not Open Access

Cite properly

No permission required

*if the CC license doesn’t fit to 

your needs, ask for permission to 

the rights holder.



Ask for permission to the 

rights holder

Via Rights Link
Contact the 

rights holder

Permission not granted or 

no answer*

Permission obtained

Cite properly

* Possible to replace the 

content with a free alternative?



X



Ask for permission to the 

rights holder

Via Rights Link
Contact the 

rights holder

Permission not granted or 

no answer*

Permission obtained

Cite properly

* Possible to replace the 

content with a free alternative?



Which content do you want 

to reuse ?

Published Unpublished



Accepted*

Submitted*

Not submitted yet*

Private documents

Research data*

Negociate your publishing 

agreement

Inform your publisher

Check the publisher’s self 

archiving conditions

Deposit in an open 

repository

Ask for permission

* It is recommanded to reuse content that your readers can access to. When possible, it is 

better to deposit the content in Infoscience or another open repository (arXiv, Zenodo, etc.).



Do you want to modify ?

Re-do (from 

raw data)

Adapt, translate, 

re-draw, etc.

Cite properly

Ask for permission



Thesis made by articles
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▪ A thesis containing a compilation of articles published (or 

submitted/accepted for publication) in scientific journals is not 

plagiarism, but requires 1) to obtain the right to reproduce each article 

and 2) well contextualize the integration of the articles used in the 

thesis. 

▪ Requirements defined by the Doctoral School:

“Each section that was, or is to be, published as an article must comprise on its 
first page

• a complete list of authors

• a detailed description of the doctoral candidate’s contribution

• a full bibliographic reference available”

https://www.epfl.ch/education/phd/regulations/internal-regulations/edoc-faq-end-of-thesis/


Supporting material
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Publish your thesis while respecting

copyright rules

https://infoscience.epfl.ch/record/287621

+ 6 Publishing Support Fast Guides

https://infoscience.epfl.ch/record/281419

Rational bibliographic

https://infoscience.epfl.ch/record/291405

Essential bibliographic

https://infoscience.epfl.ch/record/291407

https://infoscience.epfl.ch/record/287621
https://infoscience.epfl.ch/record/281419
https://infoscience.epfl.ch/record/291405
https://infoscience.epfl.ch/record/291407


Thank you !
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Contact & credits

▪ Manon Velasco

Publishing Support Library team

publishsupport@epfl.ch

2022 Manon Velasco. This is an 
open-access document distributed under the 
terms of the Creative Commons Attribution 
License 

go.epfl.ch/coffee-lectures

mailto:publishsupport@epfl.ch
https://go.epfl.ch/coffee-lectures

