
How to choose 
your data 
repository 

in 10 minutes

Francesco 
Varrato

EPFL Library
Coffee Lecture 

#07

May 5, 2021



= where to start looking for a data repository

= what to check when selecting a data repository

Next 9 minutes …
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1/4 – Data Repository is …
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… the best of publishing, archiving & reusing

Preserve[1] and disseminate datasets

Discover, retrieve and reuse datasets

Process / 
Analyze

Generate / 
Reuse

Publish /
Archive

https://casrai-test.evision.ca/glossary-term/preservation/


2/4 – Extrema
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Most used[2]: Zenodo

Vertical search engine: re3data

GitHub or EPFL servers are not data repositories

https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.3618209
https://zenodo.org/
http://re3data.org/


3/4 – Recommended
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SNSF[3]

 Dryad, EUDAT, OSF, Zenodo, ...

ERC[4]

 Dataverse, Dryad, EUDAT, Figshare, OSF, Zenodo, ...
 + domain-specific ones

Depends on who pays the bills

http://www.snf.ch/en/theSNSF/research-policies/open_research_data/Pages/data-repositories.aspx
https://datadryad.org/stash
https://www.eudat.eu/
https://osf.io/
https://zenodo.org/
https://erc.europa.eu/sites/default/files/document/file/ERC_info_document-Open_Research_Data_and_Data_Management_Plans.pdf
https://dataverse.harvard.edu/
https://datadryad.org/stash
https://www.eudat.eu/
https://figshare.com/
https://osf.io/
https://zenodo.org/


4/4 – Ask
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Colleague(s)
 Group’s data manager
 NCCR data official / Dept. scientific advisor / …
 Local Data Champion[5]

researchdata@epfl.ch 

Eliane       Sitthida       Alain Antoine (myself)

https://go.epfl.ch/datachampions


1/4 – Zenodo
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2/4 – re3data
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Ongoing: comparative table w/ ENAC Data Manager & STI Scientific AdvisorC
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mailto:charlotte.weil@epfl.ch
mailto:miriam.braskova@epfl.ch


0. Preserve your datasets! … but not all

1. Target public: field-specific vs. generic (both?)

2. Listed on re3data: peace of mind

3. DOI or other Persistent IDentifier

4. Cross-linking: dataset / code ↔ article 

5. Non-profit: ex. SNSF doesn’t reimburse

6. Good licences choice: reuse & compliancy

7. Max upload: size matters

4/4 – Recommendations[6,7]
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Depends on needs, strategy, time

http://doi.org/10.5334/dsj-2017-042
https://scienceeurope.org/media/4brkxxe5/se_rdm_practical_guide_extended_final.pdf#page=15
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Contacts & credits

francesco.varrato@epfl.ch

researchdata@epfl.ch

2021 Francesco Varrato. 
This is an open-access document 
distributed under the terms of the 
Creative Commons Attribution License 

go.epfl.ch/coffee-lectures

go.epfl.ch/rdm

[1] CASRAI, RDM Glossary - Preservation 
[2] SNSF (2020), Open Research Data: SNSF monitoring report 2017-2018
[3] SNSF (2020), Which data repositories can be used?
[4] ERC Scientific Council (2019), Open Research Data and Data Management Plans
[5] EPFL Data Champions community webpage
[6] Husen & al. (2017), Recommended versus Certified Repositories: Mind the Gap
[7] Science Europe (2021), Practical Guide to the International Alignment of RDM, p.26
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