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▪ Know how to improve a research equation

▪ Get an overview of the tips to refine the scope of your research 
equation
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Structured search
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▪ Start early

▪ Be strategic



▪ Step 1: Check your research question

▪ Step 2: Extract the concepts

▪ Step 3: Find all the keywords ! (+ their translations, abbreviations… )

▪ Step 4: Build a research equation

▪ Step 5: … Learn and adapt ! 

The strategy
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Keywords and 
synonyms
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▪ AND to combine key concepts

▪ OR to add key concepts

▪ NOT to exclude concepts

Booleans 
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Research equation  
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(visual OR retin* OR "optic nerve" OR "visual cortex" OR vision OR phosphene
OR eye) AND (prosthes?s OR artificial OR "electrical stimulation" OR bionic)



▪ Truncation with *

▪ Wildcards with ?

▪ Phrase searching with «»

Minor tweaks
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(visual OR retin* OR "optic nerve" OR "visual cortex" OR vision OR phosphene
OR eye) AND (prosthes?s OR artificial OR "electrical stimulation" OR bionic)



▪ Noise VS Silence

▪ Check your search results, read abstracts

▪ Do another iteration

Is it the equation of 
your dreams?
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▪ Keep note of what works

▪ Set up alerts

Keeping track
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Thank you !
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