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Unil-EPFL Durabilis Award

The Unil-EPFL Durabilis Award was created to:

a) reward Bachelor’s and Master’s level projects that address sustainability issues
b) grant cash prizes of up to CHF 10,000 per year
c) promote the award-winning projects


General Application Requirements
Any student enrolled at Unil or EPFL in a Bachelor’s or Master’s program may apply if they have completed a project as part of a required or elective course at EPFL or Unil that is linked to the acquisition of a certain number of ECTS credits. The project in question must meet all of the following conditions:
a) Incorporate a reflection on sustainability[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  There are several definitions of sustainability, and the Unil-EPFL Durabilis Award does not favor one over another.] 

b) Have received a grade of at least 5 out of 6 from the instructor in charge[footnoteRef:2] [2:  If, according to the course syllabus, a paper is not intended to be graded, the student must provide a recommendation from the instructor in charge, attesting to the excellence of the work.] 

c) Have been completed individually or in a group of no more than 4 people; mixed EPFL/Unil and/or inter-faculty groups are encouraged[footnoteRef:3] [3:  If only some of the authors of the written work are participating in the competition, those individuals must inform the other co-authors that they have submitted their project.] 


For students who are exmatriculated after obtaining their Bachelor’s or Master’s degree from Unil or EPFL, the project must have been completed and graded during their course of study no more than one calendar year prior to the award’s application deadline, which is set for October 15 of each year[footnoteRef:4],[footnoteRef:5] . [4:  For example: Students who receive a grade for their Master’s thesis in November 2026 may submit an application by October 15, 2027; however, they may not do so if they receive their grade in September 2026.]  [5:  Transitional provision for the year 2026: Applications due by October 15, 2026, will be accepted if the thesis was completed and graded after August 31, 2025.] 

It is possible to participate in the Unil-EPFL Durabilis Award multiple times, including during the same academic year, provided the candidate submits different projects. In this case, a separate application must be submitted for each project (see Article 3)
Students in Unil’s joint Bachelor’s and Master’s programs who are enrolled at partner universities, as well as incoming exchange students from both institutions, are not eligible to participate in the Unil-EPFL Durabilis Award.

Project eligibility and selection criteria
Eligibility requirements
Projects eligible for the Durabilis award are those that propose:
a) An analysis or a solution that integrates the human/social and environmental dimensions of sustainability,
Or
b) A reflection on the concept of sustainability or one of its dimensions; and/or a reflection on its implementation.

Eligible projects include written works as well as works in other formats (e.g., video, audio, drawings, etc.).
Selection Criteria

The jury awards the prizes through a two-round process.

Criteria for the first round: projects are preselected based on the executive summary, as mentioned in Article 3 below, using the following criteria:

a) Compliance of the submitted work with the eligibility requirements in paragraph 2.1
b) Quality of the executive summary (effectiveness of the synthesis, writing quality, clarity of the content)

Criteria for the second round: The projects preselected in the first round are analyzed in depth by the jury, which deliberates before selecting the winners. The Jury takes into account the nature of the degree program in which the submitted work was produced and evaluates its content accordingly. It is the Jury’s responsibility to evaluate semester’s, Bachelor’s, or Master’s projects differently, that is, according to their study level, and to take into account whether the work was completed individually or as part of a group project.
The jury selects the winners by evaluating the projects based on the following criteria:
a) The project proposes an analysis or a solution that integrates multiple dimensions of sustainability, and does it in a balanced way.
b) The work offers a reflection on the concept of sustainability or one of its dimensions, and/or a reflection on its implementation, and does so in an original way.
c) The work contains a critical reflection on the research conducted and the results obtained.
d) The work is of particular interest or has practical significance in terms of application or future research.



Application file
Submission documents
To apply, the student (or group of students) must submit an electronic application file that must include, in French or English:

a) The project submitted to the jury
b) An executive summary of the project (see below)
c) The registration form, completed and signed by the student or group of students
d) A certificate signed by the instructor who graded the written work or, if the work is not graded, a recommendation from the supervising instructor attesting to the project’s excellence and its relevance to the criteria in 2.1 (pursuant to Art. 1, letter b; see Note 3).

Additional requirements for special cases:

e) For projects submitted in a format other than written form (e.g., video, audio, drawing, etc.), applicants may include a written explanation, in addition to the executive summary, to help the jury better understand the approach and how it meets the award’s selection criteria (see Article 2.2).
f) For submitted works that have undergone further development after receiving the grade or credits, an explanation of the progress made outside the scope of the credited work must be included.
Executive summary
To take part to the Unil-EPFL Durabilis Award, each submission must be accompanied by a executive summary accessible to the general public of no more than 6,000 characters (including spaces), which explains, in particular, how the work incorporates a reflection on sustainability. This therefore requires the student or group of students to communicate scientific concepts in lay terms—an essential aspect of interdisciplinary work.

The abstract must also be followed, in a separate paragraph of no more than 200 words, by an AI disclosure statement specifying whether, how, and for what purpose (e.g., generating ideas and information, writing, improving style, data analysis, programming, etc.) artificial intelligence tools were used in the preparation of the submitted work and its accompanying documents (abstract and supporting text).




Application

To apply to the Unil-EPFL Durabilis Award, the complete application file must be sent to:


For EPFL students:
Souad Di Meo
EPFL VPS SUSTAINABILITY
BCH 4103 (Batochime)
3 François-Alphonse Forel Ave.
1015 Lausanne 
souad.dimeo@epfl.ch
Phone: 021.693.11.05

For Unil students:

Céline Surmont
Unil - Competence Center in Sustainability
Vortex – Office 8062, Route de Praz-Véguey 29
1022 Chavannes-près-Renens 
celine.surmont@unil.ch
Phone: 021.692.23.11

no later than October 15 of each year.



Prizes

The Unil-EPFL Durabilis Award grants prizes totaling up to 10,000 CHF annually. There are two prize categories:

1. Master’s Thesis (Unil) and Master’s Projects (EPFL): 1,000 CHF per winner
2. Other Bachelor’s or Master’s-level projects: 500 CHF per winner

In the case of an award-winning group project, each participant receives the prize amount. A student may receive multiple prizes for different projects submitted to the Award.

The prizes are funded equally by EPFL and Unil, regardless of the students’ institution. Prizes may also be funded through external donations.


Jury
Composition of the Jury
It consists, in principle, of at least seven members:

a) The Chair: a faculty member from either EPFL or Unil, appointed alternately, in principle for a term of two years. The VPS (Vice-Presidency for Support to Strategic Initiatives) at EPFL and the Unil Rectorate alternate in appointing the Chair of the jury.
b) One faculty member from Unil and one faculty member from EPFL
c) A member of Unil’s sustainability unit and a member of EPFL’s sustainability unit.
d) Two external members with a strong commitment to and expertise in sustainability. 

As a general rule, at least two members of the jury are women and at least two are men.
Roles of the Jury
a) Following the process described in Article 2.2, the award’s jury decides which projects will receive prizes, conducting a vote if necessary.
b) A jury member may not vote on a project that he or she has supervised, mentored, and/or graded, or with respect to which he or she has an obvious conflict of interest.
c) The jury issues a laudatio of approximately two sentences for each winning project.

Roles of the Jury Chair
The chairperson is responsible, in particular, for: 

a) Ensuring the smooth running of the award
b) Presiding over the jury’s deliberation session
c) Presiding over the award ceremony 
d) Renewing jury members when necessary

Other Provisions
a) There is no right of appeal against the decisions of the jury.



Promotion of Award-Winning Projects and Award Ceremony
With the winners’ consent, the projects will be made public through articles (internal media) and the Unil and EPFL websites.

An awards ceremony provides the winners with an opportunity to briefly present their work. On this occasion, the jury chair will deliver a laudatio for each winning project.



English Translation of the Procedure
An English translation of this procedure is available to students. Only the French version is authoritative.



Approved by the Unil Rectorate on May 19, 2026.
Approved by EPFL Sustainability (Vice-Presidency for Support to Strategic Initiatives) 
on May 28, 2026.
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